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to avoid the mistake of 1885, and to secure the
stability of the Liberal Government by giving it a
majority over all other parties combined.

In carrying down this narrative to a date so
recent as the last General Election, I have some-
what exceeded the limit usually assigned to even
the most modern histories. My apology is that no
other equally distinct line of demarcation between
old things and new offers itself among the events
of the immediate past. I propose to conclude
with a general survey of the tendencies observable
during the whole period embraced in this work.